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abandon ship. The men took out provisions, while the women
prepared all the personal gear, and everything was made
ready for transferring to one of the ice-floes alongside. For
the next two hours it was touch and go. Then the current set
in round the ugly ice-mountain looming ahead, and the ship
cleared the obstacle with a few yards to spare.

The next day the ship was met by a fleet of kayaks, and the
members of the expedition were soon making friends with die
local Eskimos. A number of hunters and their wives were
engaged to accompany the ship to the fiord, and they brought
with them their children, skin-tents, dogs, and kayaks. For
the next two days they steamed northward along the coast,
and reached Watkins's old base on Lake Fiord. Then fog caine
down as they steered on through the pack, and the Quest was
carried some twelve miles out to sea by the current, where they
were surrounded by heavy pack for some days. On August 2
Kangerdlugssuak was reached, and the Eskimos were landed
while the ship pushed on northward to reach a convenient
place for the inland journey to the mountains. However,
before the selected spot was reached a gale sprang up; the ice
came in rapidly, and the captain only just managed to turn
the ship in time to prevent it being nipped between the ice
and the high cliffs. They ran into the nearest open fiord, and
decided to use that as the base.

A prospecting party was sent out to see if there was a route
up the glacier at the head of the bay, and it was discovered
that apart from a steep ice-fall the way was fairly easy. By
this time the women had assembled all the gear, and a party
of six men set off for the mountains with a supporting party of
three and enough food for four weeks. They made for a pass
over 3000 feet high, which they hoped would lead them to the
great Sorgenfii Glacier. The going was very hard, as the snow
was soft, and it took nine men to haul one sledge on the higher
slopes. From the top of the pass they could see Watkins Fiord
to the south-west, whilst to the north-west rose the imposing
southern face of the Watkins range.

The following day they pushed on towards the glacier, but
were held up by deep snow and also by a steep drop of 1000
feet. A rope was belayed to several ice-axes, and then3 with all